FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION
REGION V

Finding of No Significant Impact and 4(f) Determination

Project: Central Corridor Light Rail 'Fransit Project — Construction of Three Infill
Stations

Applicant:  Metropolitan Council
Location: City of St. Paul, Ramsey County, Minnesota

Purpose and Need

The Central Corridor Light Rail Transit Project (LRT) is 10.9 miles long (9.7 miles of new
alignment, 1.2 miles on shared alignment) and consists of 20 Central Corridor Light Rail Transit
(LRT) stations — 15 new stations and five shared with the Hiawatha LRT. The Project will
connect Minneapolis and St. Paul, and also includes the below-grade infrastructure for three
infill stations in St. Paul. The above-grade construction of these stations was not included in the
Project because of concerns by the Project sponsors regarding the impact of inclusion of the
stations on the Project’s Cost Effectiveness Index (CEI), which is used to determine if a project
qualifies for federal funding.

Originally, a Record of Decision for this project was issued by the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) on August 18, 2009, The decision was based on the Central Corridor
Light Rail Transit Project Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Section 4(f)
Evaluation published in June 2009. The proposed action covered by the ROD was for the
implementation of 10.9 miles of light rail and building 15 new stations and the below-grade
infrastructure for three future infill stations in St, Paul. A Section 106 Programmatic Agreement
(PA) was included as an attachment to the ROD. The PA was signed by FTA, Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation, Minnesota Historic Preservation Office, Metropolitan Couneil,
Preservation Alliance of Minnesota, Prospect Park and East River Road Improvement
Association, Historic St. Paul, St. Louis King of France Church, Central Presbyterian Church,
St. Paul Heritage Preservation Commission, and the City of St, Paul, The PA provided mitigation
measures for the design of specific stations and LRT elements for the project.

Subsequent to the issuance of the ROD, Metropolitan Council (MC) proposed to include the
above-grade construction of the three infill stations. The three infill stations are located in the
City of St. Paul between Snelling Avenue and Rice Street. This area is referred to as the Midway
East segment. A mix of land uses is found in Midway East. Although University Avenue is
predominately a commercial corridor, including small businesses, large regional shopping
centers, small and large office and medical buildings, commercial warehouses, and automobile
sales and service businesses, residential uses also exist on the Avenue, including some single-
family homes. The Midway East segment also contains the highest concentrations of minority



populations. This area also has some of the highest rates of households and persons living in the
Central Corridor LRT Project area.

The work includes all above-ground station features including: concrete platforms; overhead
canopies and windscreens; communications conduit, wiring, and devices; electrical conduit,
wite, and fixtures; railings; benches, leaning bars and trash receptacles; signage and ticket
vending machines. The stations also will be tied into the system-wide communications and
signals duct bank. ‘The total duration for construction at the station location areas would be
approximately six months. The addition of above-grade elements for the infill station is not
anticipated to add to the total construction duration of the Project.

Because of the inclusion of the above-ground elements for the three stations, MC conducted an
Infill Stations Environmental Assessment (EA) that evaluated the Project to ensure that the
inclusion of these stations would not cause negative environmental impacts.

Alternatives Considered

In order to address the Project’s overall goals, particularly the goals of providing a cost-effective.
alternative to automobile travel and increased mobility for people living and working in the
corridor, two alternatives were evaluated. The No Build Alternative, defined as construction of
the Project as defined in the FEIS (which includes construction of below-grade infrastructure for
three potential infill stations in the Midway East segment), and a Build Alternative, defined as
construction of above-grade stations at one or more of the three potential infill stations in the
Midway East segment at Western Avenue, Victoria Street, and Hamline Avenue.

Agency Coordination and Public Opportunity to Comment

The Infill Stations Environmental Assessment (EA) was made available for public review on
January 11, 2610. Two public hearings on the EA were held on Januvary 27, 2010.

Notifications of the EA and the public hearings appeared in arca newspapers and were sent to
stakeholders in the project corridor including local, regional, and state agencies. The EA was
made available for viewing online and at area libraries prior to the public hearings. The hearings
were attended by approximately 26 individuals. The public had an opportunity to review and
comment on the EA from January 11 through February 10, 2010, During the public comment
period, 61 comments were submitted by 17 individuals or organizations via stenographer record,
e-mails, or letters. All comments have been addressed and a copy of the comments and
associated responses is included in the EA. Copies of complete transcripts of both public
hearings also are included in the EA. A summary of all comments and responses is included in
Appendix A.

Environmental Effects and Mitigation
MC will construct the three infill stations in accordance with the design features and mitigation
measures for the other stations in the Midway East segment, as detailed in the ROD and the

FEIS. This Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) only addresses measures as a result of the
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EA and the revised preferred alternative. A list of the mitigation measures applicable to the three
infill stations are detailed in the EA and are attached hereto as Appendix B.

Section 4(f) Determination

Because no Section 4(f) properties are found within the vicinity of the three infill stations, and
because construction of the above-grade elements of the potential infill stations would not
require any additional right-of-way, their construction has no potential to use any Section 4(f)
protected property. No additional use of Section 4(f) properties, beyond those documented in the
" ROD, are anticipated to occur with implementation of the Build Alternative; therefore, no
additional mitigation beyond that committed to in the ROD is required.

Environmental Findings

FTA served as the lead agency under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for the
project. MC will construct the Project in accordance with the design features and mitigation
measures presented in the ROD as issued by FTA in August 2009. MC prepared the EA in
compliance with NEPA, 42 U.S.C. § 4321 et. seq., and with FTA’s regulations, 23 C.F R, Part
771. FTA has made an independent evaluation of the EA. The EA discusses the potential
impacts of the project (i.e., the above-grade construction of the three stations) so that FTA may
determine whether significant adverse impacts (DEQ 1508.27) are probable. If such a
determination were made, an Environmental Impact Statement would need to be prepared.

After reviewing the EA and supporting documents, including public comments and responses
made thereof, the FTA finds under 23 C.F.R. 771.121 that the proposed project (i.e., the above-
grade construction of the three stations), with the mitigation to which MC has committed, will
have no significant adverse impact on the environment. The record provides sufficient evidence
and analysis for determining that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not required. This
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) only addresses environmental mitigation measures
resulting from construction of above-grade elements of the three infill stations, as identified in
the EA.

The FTA also finds, in accordance with Federal Transit Law at 49 U.S.C. §5324(b), that an
adequate opportunity to present views was given to all parties with a significant economic,
social, or environmental interest, that the preservation and the enhancement of the environment,
and the interest of the community in which the project is located were considered.

In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the FTA has
determined that the Project does not result in any additional historical properties being affected
from what was proposed in the FEIS dated June 2009,
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Marisol R. Simon, Regional Administrator Date
Federal Transit Administration




APPENDIX A - SUMMARY OF COMMENTS AND RESPONSES



CENTRAL CORRIDOR INFILL STATIONS EA

COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

No.

Subject*

Commenter

Group/
Affiliation

Comment

Response

PUBLIC HEARING No. 1 January 27, 2010, 11:00 a.m., Hallie Q. Brown Community Center

TA

G S

Allan Lovejoy
{for Mayor
Christopher
Coleman of St.
Paul)

City of St. Paul,
transportation
planner

[Read letter submitted in writing from Mayor Coleman of St Paul] My
staff has advised me of the adequacy of the environmental assessment and
that no additional mitigation is needed should these stations be constructed,
and 1 concur that no additional mitigation is needed.

The City has consistently and strongly supported the installation of these
stations. As early as 2001, the community and city representatives
recommended consideration of these three station locations for inclusion in the
base LRT project.

Comments noted.

1B

In the review and response on the draft Environmental Impact Statement of
May 24th, 2008, the City not only recornmended inclusion into the project but
committed to doing station area plans for each one. Those plans are currently
underway,

The Metropolitan Council supports and is actively participating in the City of St,
Paul's Station Area Planning efferts. The city is preparing station area plans for
all three infill stations. All mitigation actions committed to in the FEIS will be
implemented,

1C

In 2008, as a response to the aforementioned community concems, the
Metropolitan Council agreed to inclusion of all subsurface improvements
needed at these three station locations as part of the base LRT project, and
subsequently, in 2009, the city agreed to fund the above grade improvements
for one of the stations, Finally, with the changes in federal pelicy with regard to
the project scope, it appears that the project may now be able to incorporate all
three stations into the base project.

The Metropolitan Council supports the City of St. Paul's funding commitments
to construction of one of the three infill stations.

2A

5,C

Andrea Lubov

Jewish
Community
Action member
of Stops for Us
Coalition

[Comments also submitted in writing.] | can't begin to tell you how happy
the cther members of the coalition and | are that these three missing stops are
going to be part of the line when it opens. But this promises only a very
important first step in creating a light rail transportation link that will serve the
community that will be most disrupted by its construction.

We have listened to the Met Council tell us that the line needs to be built on
time and on budget, and we have responded that the line also needs to serve
the community, and a rail line that is only on time and on budget will not fulfill
that purpose.

Comment Noted.

Construction impacts are addressed in various sections of the EA under "Build
Alternative - Other Issues Noted" or "Effects Noted” (for example, see Section
3.1.2, p. 34 ofthe EA), All mitigation actions committed to in the FEIS will be
implermented.

Page 1 0f 20




No.

Subject*

Commenter

Group/
Affiliation

Comment

Response

2B

T.EBJ

If bus service is reduced and parking disappears, these businesses will suffer,
and economic collapse will be the unintended consequence of the hoped-for
devetopment.

Transportation impacts are addressed in Chapter 6.0 of the EA. Section 6.3 of
the FEIS addresses on-street parking impacts, All mitigation actions
committed to in the FEIS will be implemented.

Section 6.1.1 of the EA addresses transit impacts, including bus service in the
corridor.  All mitigation actions committed to in the FEIS will be implemented.
The Metropolitan councit has committed in the FEIS and in the EA to preparing
a targeted transit service plan for the environmentat justice community
identified in the Midway East segment. The service plan will be based on
regional transit service standards and accepted quantitative methods typically
used by Metro Transit but will also provide for community input into the process
and measures of need as expressed by and as tailored for this transit-
dependent community. This plan will be completed at least six months prior to
the Project beginning revenue service operations and will be implemented
concurrent with the start of LRT service. See Section 3.1.5 of the EA.

2C

T, C, MM, H

We've come a long way, but to achieve a light rail that méets the needs of the
pecple it is supposed to serve, we need to mitigate the disruption of
construction by providing low cost business loans, adding off-street parking,
continuing the present level of service of the No. 16 bus, and develop more
affordable housing.

See responses to comment 2 A (construction) and comment 2 B {transit and
environmental justice, on-street parking) above.

Section 6.3 of the FEIS addresses on-street parking impacts. All mitigation
actions committed to in the FEIS will be implemented.

The Metropolitan Councit has awarded grants for affordable housing in the
Central Corridor Project area. In 2008, the Councit authorized a $1,000,000
loan to assist the City of St. Paul with land acquisition along the Central
Corridor devoted to affordable housing. In 2009, the Metropolitan Councif
approved $448,800 for asbestos abatement at a vacant nursing home on
Lexington Parkway Nerth near the future CCLRT fine. The building will be
converted into 48 supportive apartments for people who have been homeless
for a long time.

Page 2 of 20




Group/

H "

No. | Subject* | Commenter Affiliation Comment Response

2D | PT, H, MM Gentrification of the area surrounding the University Avenue corridor is a bigger|Property taxes and special assessments are outside the authority of the
issue than the Metropolitan Councll seems to realize. Gentrification has both  |Metropolitan Council. The Metropolitan Council has awarded grants for
positive and negative consequences. affordable housing in the Central Corridor Project area. In 2008, the Council

authorized a $1,000,000 loan to assist the City of St. Paul with land acquisition
On the positive side, in the last 25 years, the area has become a home to a along the Central Corridor devoted to affordable housing. In 2009, the
number of ethnic businesses that have collectively done a great job of Metropolitan Council approved $448,800 for asbestos abatement at a vacant
beginning 1o revitalize the area, and that development can be enhanced ifthe |nursing home on Lexington Parkway North near the future CCLRT line. The
Central Corridor light rail is built right. building will be converted into 48 supportive apartments for people who have
been homeless for a long time.

On the negative side, as property values rise, residents could be forced out of
their homes as rent and property taxes rise. This is another area that needs
mitigation. The area needs more affordable housing to replace hgusing units
that will be lost, and we need a property tax moratorium in the area for present
property owners. Te discourage land speculation, any moratorium should not
be passed on to people acquiring property after an agreed-upon date. All new
housing construction must contain affordable units.

2E EJ As a community, we need to protect the disadvantaged communities that will  |Environmental Justice populations and impacts are addressed in Section 3.1.5
bear the greatest negative consequences of what can be a wonderful project  |of the EA. All mitigation actions committed fo in the FEIS will be implemented.
and that will provide opportunities for the whole metropolitan area.

3A S Anne White, District Councils |[Comments also submitted in writing by letter] My name is Anne White. [Comments noted.

Chair Collaborative I'm the chair of the District Councils Collaborative of Saint Paul and

Minneapolis, which has been working with a broad coalition of community
members and crganizations for more than three years to ensure that the
Central Cormidor project includes stations at Westemn, Victeria and Hamline.

So it's an especially sweet moment to testify on the Environmental Assessment
of the three missing stations, fellowing the announcement on Monday by
Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood that the three stations will be built as
part of the project, so that people can get on the train every half mile at the
eastern end of University Avenue when the rail line opens for business in 2014,
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Subject*

Commenter

Group/
Affiliation

Comment

Response

3B

EJIC,CT

We are pleased that the Environmental Assessment acknowledges the
importance of transit eguity and recognizes, | quote, "...that the Project must
adequately meet the needs of the transit-dependent populations living in
proximity to the infill stations,” end quote. However, since this Environmental
Assessment is limited to analyzing the added impacts of building the above-
ground stations, it doesn't provide any new analysis of cumulative impacts on
environmental justice populations beyond what is offered in the Final
Environmental Impact Statement, which we consider inadequate, as detailed in
our FEIS testimony.

Additicnal analysis is still needed to identify and quantify cumulative impacts on
environmental justice populations due to LRT censtruction, loss of parking and
gentrification. Mitigation strategies and other solutions must be developed to
ensure that all can share in the benefits of the project.

See responses to comment 2 A {construction) and comment 2 E
(environmental justice) above. Also see response to comment 2 B
(transportation - targeted transit service plan), on-street parking above. Indirect
and Cumulative Impacts are addressed in Chapter 8 of the EA.

3C

MM, EJ,

In line with the Met Council's commitment, reiterated in the Environmental
Assessment, and | quote again, "to working toward resolution of community
concemns that don't rise to the level of state or federal standards of adverse
impacts,” we urge the Met Council to work with project partners and the
community fo develop interdisciplinary programs with strategic investments to
minimize displacement and offer wealth-building opportunities to impacted
environmental justice populations. Local units of govemment are critical to this
initiative and should be a full partner along with community-based
organizations and potentially the foundation community. We may also find a
good pariner for this work in the new FTA-HUD-EPA Partnership for
Sustainable Communities, which was set up precisely to help address these
kinds of complex, multi-agency issues.

The Met Council has beeen and will continue 1o be an active partner with
jurisdictions and agencies representing the Central Corridor communities in
planning for and implementing strategies to achieve local development visions.

3D

Another Met Council commitment we are pleased to see reiterated in the
Environmental Assessment is to prepare a targeted transit service plan for the
environmental justice community, 1o be completed at least six months before
beginning revenue service operations, and we appreciate the provision for
community input in the planning process for this and developing, quote,
"measures of need as expressed by and as tailored for this transit-dependent
community.” This will help ensure that the neighborhoods at the eastern end of|
University Avenue have access to a choice of transit options that best serve
their needs.,

Section 6.1.1 of the EA addresses transit impacts, including bus service in the
corridor. All mitigation actions committed to in the FEIS will be implemented.
See response to comment 2 B (Transportation - targeted transit service plan)
above.
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No. | Subject* | Commenter o Comment Response
Affiliation
4 s Jackie Cooper  |aide to Ramsey |My name is Jackie Cooper, and I'm the aide to Ramsey County Commissioner |Comments noted.
County Toni Carter, She is here, but something occurred that needed her attention. ‘
Commissioner  |But she wanted me to convey to you that she appreciates the hard efforts and
Toni Carter work of the community, first and foremost, the Stops coalition, the District

Councils Collaborative, Rondo, and if I'm forgetting any others, forgive me. But
they worked arduously and hard and were very committed to making sure that
this was a celebration, and | think we can really celebrate the fact that the three
stops are going to happen; and | know for me, as a Rondo resident, | am
thrilled.

PUBLIC HEARING No. 2 January 27, 2010, 6:00 p.m., Hallie Q. Brown Community Center

5A

H BT

Bilt Lerman

Jewish
Community
Action

We're a member of the transportation equity Stops for Us coalition, which
represents a total of 87 constituency-based and/or citizen participation
organizations. We're also part of this coalition that's been meeting for over a
year that is also community based, and the city is part of it, too, to insure that
there will be affordable housing along the Corridor; and | guess mostly what I'd
like to talk about in the short time | have is that we know probably most — that
there will be people who buy properties for development, and 1 think it's real
important to take into consideration the necessity of keeping the housing that's
there, affordable housing that exists on the Comi — the Cormidor, to continue
having affordable housing. We also know that we're going to need more
affordable housing, and what better place to put it than along am LRT line
where people can easily access job opportunities. ’

Comments noted. See responses to comments 2 C (affordable housing) and 2
D (property taxes} above.

5B

There —these new developments hopefully will be, with the help of the ¢ity,
mixed income developments, maybe even mixed use with businesses on the
side; and [ think when we're talking — | know that today is mestly about the
stations that have been added, which we fought for a long time, and now, of
course, they're actually going to happen. But even as part of that, when the
stations are built, where they're going to be built, how they're going to be built,
and the access for people is real important for people who have no other way
of getting around other than walking. So I think we need to always keep in
mind the affordable housing.

Comments noted. See responses to comment 1 B {economic development
and station area planning) and comment 2 C (affordable housing) above.

5C

And the last thing I'd like to say is that it's great to have something like this
where you hear what people say, but so often govemment agencies have the
idea that they know what's best for people, and they listen to what people say
but tend to ignore it, and you're going to hear a lot of people from a lot of
different organizations talk about what's needed on the Corridor, and | think
that it's real important to take that into consideration, that if you really want to
know what's best for the people along the Corridor, ask the people along the
Corridor, don't tell people what is best for them, listen to them and work with
them.

Public participation is a requirement of the National Environmental Policy Act
{NEPA,) for preparation of environmental documents. The public participation
pracess efforts and the opportunities it provides are detailed in Chapter 11 of
the FEIS and summarized in Chapter 9.0 of the EA, The public hearings and
30-day comment period for the EA are part of this process.
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Subject*

Commenter

Group/
Affiliation

Comment

Response

s

David Greene

[saiah (church
coalition)

So we've been working with the Stops for Us coalition for three years or more,
guite a long time, on these stations; and the first thing | want fo do is give some
thanks where — where it's greatly deserved, first for Ramsey County for funding
this Environmental Impact Study, the Met Council and the staff for expediting
this — this process, and the Federal Transit Administration and the U.S,
Department of Transportation, particularly Secretary LaHood and Administrator
Rogoff for taking the leadership in making the changes necessary to allow
these stations to go forward.

Comments noted.

6B

The three stations will certainly improve the equity of access on Central
Corridor. However, the planned reduction in Route 16 frequency is
unacceptable. The elderly, the disabled, parenis with small children, lots of
other people find walking even a quarter mile a real challenge; and now that
the rules have been changed, cost effectiveness has been given what we
believe is its proper role in project evaluation, we should as a community be
able to make the choice to maintain or increase that Route 16 frequency to
make sure that our mest transit-dependent communities have the same access
that they de teday.

See response to comment 2 B (transportation - targeted transit service plan}
above.

6C

T, PT

Inciuding the three stations is very positive, but it alse adds some challenges.
We're going to need more north/south connecting bus service, we need 2 real
concrete plan for circulators and shuttling people to those stations, and the
community development impacts that are going to come with those stations
need to be mitigated to avoid gentrification and displacement of current
residents.

We'll be submitting more complete comments in writing. [No written
comiments received within comment period.]

See responses to comment 2 B {transportation - targeted transit service plan)
and comment 2 D-{property taxes) above. Also see response to comment 1 B
(economic development and station area planning) above.

7A

John Slade

MICAH
{Metropolitan
Interfaith Council
on affordable
Housing)

[Comments also submitted in writing - no copy received] We applaud the
recent actions to build the three missing stations.

Comrment noted.
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No.

Subject”

Commenter

Group/
Affiliation

Comment

Response

7B

EJ, MM

We have some concems that we'd like to raise at this time.

As of today, the Environmental Impact Statement still says there is no
disparate impact on the communities on the eastern end of the line. We think
there are disparate impacts, some serious ones, that need mitigations.

See response to comment 2 E {environmental justice)above.

All mitigation: actions committed to in the FEIS will be implemented. The
potential adverse effects of the Central Comidor Light Rail Transit (CCLRT)
project including the three infill stations are identified and analyzed in the FEIS
and EA. These documents indicate that there are no *high and adverse” effects
on minority and/or low income populations. Moreover, the detailed analysis
demonstrates that (1) the potential adverse effects are not predominantly bome
by & minority or low income population (the potential adverse effects are
shared by all populations along the proposed route, including non-minerity and
non-low-income populations); and {(2) the potential adverse effects suffered by
the minority or low-income populations are not appreciably more severe or
greater in magnitude than the adverse effects that will be suffered by other
populations along the proposed route.

Moreover, the substantial benefits that will accrue to the minority, low-income,
and transit dependent populations more than offset nearly all of the potential
adverse impacts of the CCLRT project, Among other benefits, the project will
provide increased transit access to employment and activity centers, significant
travel time savings, and the creation of jobs through new development along
the route.

7C

E EJ

While the University of Minnesota has fabs that might be shaken by the rail and
Minnesota Public Radio has studios that might be shaken by the rail, the
communities of color and low income that this project runs through are going to
be shaken as well. Neighborhood stability and connection will be impacted
negatively by this project, and we are very concemned over the negative impact
of gentrification. We define these as the involuntary economic pressures that
displace current residents and change the neighbor — the nature of
neighborhoods. ’

See response to comment 2 E (environmental justice)above, All mitigation
actions committed to in the FEIS will be implemented Also see response to
comment 2 C {affordable housing) and response to comment 1 B (economic
development and station area planning) above.

7D

T, MM

We are a part of the Save Cur Homes coalition, and we are calling for
mitigation to protect cumrent residents, both homeowners and renters, from rail-
related increases to property taxes and rents. We are calling for a Save Qur
Homes Community Fund, which would pay the difference between a baseline
tax rate and the gentrification-impacted tax rate for all homes and participating
resident properties, resident rental properties between Prior and the State
Capitol, one-half mile north and south of University Avenue.

We're calling for this to be funded by the project budget with a match from the
City of St. Paul. We suggest that this be available to homeowners at or below
80 percent of the area median income, and landlords who agree to a 15-year
rent stabilization compact, pegged to citywide rent increases.

See response to comment 2 D (property taxes and special assessments)
above,
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< K
No. | Subject* | Commenter Affiliation Comment Response
8A PT, S Rena Moran St, Anthony And so | stand here today as a homeowner, concerned about the impact that — |Comments noted.
Neighborhood  |you know, it was just the construction of LRT comes into the community and
Development the impact it will have on homeowners and increased property taxes, but there
Corporation, is s0 much more — you know, we add these three additional stops, fantastic,
Ronde the LRT, fantastic. But the impact that it can have on not only property taxes is
community special assessments and those who live closest to those new stops.
organizer; .
Summit We are 2 community of people who are really transit dependent, but we are
University also a community of people at a — a certain means of income, and really See response to comment 2 D {property taxes and special assessments)
Planning Council |believe that because of that, that the impact socially, economically can really, |above.
Board member; |as John says — well, I'm also a -- I'm a leader in that Save Qur Homes .
homeowner campaign, just as people who are residents, renters and homeowners who
recognize that when transit comes to our community the impact it has on
current residents, and really feel that either we are going to be forced to move
because of rising property value. You know, our income is not going to
change, but surely property taxes will and assessments. People will be either
geing to foreclosure as they try to save themselves and their homes, and this is
not really more about the stations or the infills but more about sustaining
families, how do we do this project so that it's not going to impact our
community members, and sustain families. Thank you.
9A 88 Keith W, Swan  |corridor resident, {Unfortunately, I'm unemployed, and my concem is that, one, that when the Safety and Security are addressed in Section 3.2.3. of the EA , and are
and fiancée of  |fight rail goes through that there will be a safety issues concem. My concem is |addressed in detail in Section 3.7 of the FEIS. Section 3.7.5 of the FEIS
Evelyn Randle, a (about the young people, the elderly and the handicapped being injured along  |describes mitigation commitments for the LRT, which will also apply to
corridor - the light rail, construction and operation of the infill stations, as described in the EA. The
homeowner safety measures address impacts to LRT users, area residents, visitors, and
construction workers, and provide for implementation of the Safety and
Security Management Plan adopted by the Metropolitan Council in 2008.
$B H My other concem is that jobs, sustaining affordable housing for the cor — in the |See response to comment 2 C (affordable housing) above,
Corridor.
ac T Another concem is parking. |s there going ~ displaced homes for people See response to comment 2 B (transit and environmental justice, on-street

because of parking, because | know there's going to be no longer parking on
University Avenue; and | think it will be unfair for the people that live on the
north and south end of those — of the light rail that have to be displaced from
their homes so they can make parking space.

There's plenty empty lots, there's buildings that could probably be — that are
not worth saving that could be taken out to provide parking, and pecple that
live east and west of those stops shouldn't have to pay parking fees because of]
the light rail.

parking) above,

Section 6.3 of the FEIS addresses on-street parking impacts. All mitigation
actions committed to in the FEIS will be implemented.
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10A

PT

Roger Banks

Research and
policy analyst,
State Council of
Black Minneso-
tans

Within that particular context, the Young Sister Moran hit on a vety critical issue
for us, and that is taxation, and what has happened historically with the
implementation of particular programs, and 'l cite the community benefits
agree — not the community benefits, but the community block grant programs
that were around about 15 years ago, whatever.

The way that that was implemented in St. Paul made it very difficult for the
residents. They were forced to relocate from this. particular area, principally
because of the tax evaluation of the properties, et cetera, and the ability to not
be able to pay those taxes, and so what we're concerned about is while the
statements, the impact statements from our perspective are — are static, what
we need is ongoing analysis regarding the overall impact that these — this kind
of project will have on the taxation, taxes of our people in this — the residents of
this particular — I'm saying this because when this happened historically is that
we have been pretty much — that — that taxes have been used as a
mechanism for relocation;

See responses to comment 2 D (property taxes) and comment 1 B {economic
development and station area planning) above.

108

C, MM, EJ
(iobs)

You know, for example, in the employment sector, one of the things that we
want to know is how many residents by — by ethnicity get jobs in this
particular project and what's the nature of those kind of jobs, how many ~
what did this do relative to — to populations becoming members of unions,
because the whole range of particular kinds of jobs that are going to be
available are union construction jobs, union technicians, et cetera; and so we
need to know that the peaple from this community are benefiting and have
some mechanism for moving upward. Because what's happening now is that,
from my perspective, all they're doing for the community is planning for low-
level jobs; and, you know, if we're going to stay in this neighborhoed, we're
going to be able to need the kind of jobs and the kind of education and — and
employment opportunities that lead to upward —  significant upward mobility
for our residents.

Short-term (construction-related) employment is addressed in Section 5.2.10f
the EA, and long-term (operations-related) employment is addressed in Section
5.2.2 of the EA. Met Council has established DBE and workforce goals and
collaborated with a variety of groups including members of the PBHMRC, The
result of this collaboration was two African American workforce events on
Qctober 14, 2009 with over 250 in attendance.

11

PT,E

Evelyn Randle

Corridor
homeowner,
business owner

After listening to Mr. Banks speak, I'm not only a homeowner, but 1 also own a
business, and my concermn is about the small businesses in this community.

It's good that the light rail is going to generate more people coming in the
community, but my concern is will the taxes be so high that the mom-and-pop
shops get lost and will we have to move our businesses?

So that's my concern, not only as a homeowner, but as a business cwner, I'm
concemed about the small businesses being able to stay in the community.

See responses to comment 2 D (property taxes) and comment 1 B (economic
development and station area planning) above.
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Group/

No. | Subject* | Commenter Affiliation

Comment Response

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING COMMENT PERIOD, January 9 - February 10, 2010

12A 8 Emily Jane Seru |Coridor resident |[Comment received by e-maif] As a Frogtown resident (825 Charles Comments noted.
Avenue) who lives and works on University Avenue in Saint Paul, | am a strong
supporter of building all three additional stops along the corridor. It seems to
me that with all the investment we are putting into the line, including buiiding
the understructure for the additional stops, it makes sense that we complete
the job and build all three stations at Western, Victoria and Hamline.

128 T In addition to the many studies that have shown that the communities to be See response to comment 2 B (transportation - targeted transit service plan}
impacted with these stations being left out are the poorest, most racially above. Section 6.1.1 of the EA addresses transit impacts, including bus
diverse along the line with the highest ridership, | also want to paint the picture |service in the cormridor. All mitigation actions committed to in the FEIS will be
from my own life experience. implemented.

| take the number 16 bus many mormings to work on the corner of University
and Victoria. My husband and [ share a car, he is in graduate school at the
University of Minnesota and also takes the #16 two to three times a week. We
have a 10 month old son. The number 50 wouid be a more direct and quicker
route, but to get the #50 express bus 1 would have to walk about a half a mile.
Now this does not seem like a long walk if you have in mind Minnesota in the
fall or summer with nothing to carry, and 1 am in my 30's. However, when you
imagine the cold winds of the past few weeks, and a bunch of books, laptop,
funch, breast pump, and workout clothes that | must take with me everyday,
the walk starts to seem pretty long and hard. | wait for the 16 bus instead even
if it takes me a bit longer to get to work. On many ogeasions this winter, while
waiting for the #16, | have thought about the three little old ladies who live on
my block, None of them have cars, all of them live alone. They all do their
shopping using the #15 bus. | never see them in the winter time. They have
food delivered to them. | think about what it would be like for them to have
fewer bhusses stopping at Victoria and University, and to have the train run right
on past us to the Lexington or Dale stops. It makes my reasons for wanting a
stop on Victoria trivial compared to how it could benefit them, especially if we
¢leared the ice and snow from the sidewalks and comers!

13A S Joan Vanhala Coalition {Comment received by letter] The inclusion of the full build out of the three  |[Comments noted.
Organizer, infill stations into the Central Corridor LRT project is a great step forward
Alliance for towards racial equity for this major transportation infrastructure investment.
Metropolitan
Stability (AMS)
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Commenter
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Comment
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13B

EJ

The Environmental Assessment states “the long-term and short-term adverse
impacts disproportionately bome by minority and low-income populations would
be the same as those identified in the FEIS” . At the Alliance we continue to
assert the environmental justice communities are impacted disproportionately..
The Central Corridor LRT project must include more accurate and in depth
assessment of the impacts on the environmental justice communities within the
Midway East Segment. .

The potential adverse effects of the Central Comridor Light Rail Transit (CCLRT)
project including the three infill stations are identified and analyzed in the FEIS
and EA. These documents indicate that there are no “high and adverse” effects
on minority and/or low income populations. Moreover, the detailed analysis
demonstrates that (1) the potential adverse effects are not predominantly beme
by a minority or low income population (the potential adverse effects are
shared by all populations along the proposed route, ingluding non-rminority and
non-low-income populations); and (2) the potential adverse effects suffered by
the minority or low-income populations are not appreciably more severe or
greater in magnitude than the adverse effects that will be suffered by other
populations along the proposed route,

Moreover, the substantial benefits that will accrue to the minerity, low-income,
and transit dependent populations more than offset nearly all of the potential
adverse impacts of the CCLRT project. Among other benefits, the project will
provide increased transit access to employment and activity centers, significant
travel time savings, and the creation of jobs through new development along
the route.

13C

EJ

DCC also states “Title VI analysis identifies the entire cormridor as a low income,
high minority area and therefore determines that, with the exception of three
blocks near Western Avenue, the project imposes no disproportionate impacts,
and requires ne mitigation for the Environmental Justice neighborhoods at the
eastem end of University Avenue. A refined analysis would disclose additional
geographic pockets where low-income or minority poputations are

concentrated and inform development of appropriate mitigation.” The Stops for
Us mapping project based on the census block group level dlearly shows that
there is a specific concentrated area for minority and low income populations in
the Midway East Section. See map attached at the end of this document.

See response to cornment 13 B (environmental justice) above,
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No. | Subject*| Commenter Affiliation Comment Response

13D T The Metropolitan Council’'s commitment to “a full analysis of these effects...as |See response to comments 2 B (transportation - targeted fransit service plan)
part of completing the targeted transit service plan required as mitigation for ~ |and 13 B (environmental justice) above.
environmental justice impacts identified in the FEIS” provides the prime
opportunity to conduct a more detail assessment, We recommend that the
Metropaoiitan Council, along with its project partners the city of 8t. Paui and
Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority, enhance this targeted fransit plan by
working with the community to develop an in-depth analysis of the
environmental justice communities as called for by the Concemed Asian
Business Owners (CABO) and the Preserve and Benefit Historic Rondo
Committee (PBHRC) in their civil rights complaints.

13E | EJ, MM We also assert that the Metropolitan Council has been remiss in its See response to comments 2 D (Metropolitan Council authority) and 13 B
responsibility to address the environmental justice communities’ concemns and  |{environmental justice) above.
in its responsibility to facilitate solutions with the appropriate gevernmental
bodies. Although the Metropolitan Council has argued that the subject of these
solutions are outside its jurisdiction, as the project manager it is nevertheless
the Metropolitan Council's responsibility to lead comprehensive efforts to
construct a Central Corridor LRT line that benefits all communities, With this
level of community partnership, we believe the Central Corridor LRT project
can be a model for effective transportation investments in this transitional time
of federal policy change.

13F IC, 7 As referenced in the Record of Decision, the “U.S. EPA recommended specific [See response to comment 2 B (transportation - targeted transit service plan)
plans for loss of on-street parking, completion of the three additional stations at |above. The City of St. Paul completed its Central Corridor Development
Hamline Avenue, Victoria Street and Westem Avenue, and continued Strategy (CCDS),which “establishes a vision and set of strategies for how the
discussions with the Rendo community about cumulative impacts of the project |Central Corridor should grow and change over the next 25-30 years in
on community cohesion and function.” 1n the EA, the Metropolitan Council response to the LRT investment” {City of St. Paul, 2007). Consistent with the
supports its commitment in the FEIS “to working toward resolution of CCDS and the other Central Comidor stations, station area land use plans for
community concems that don't rise to the level of state or federal standards of |the three potential infill stations at Westem Avenue, Victoria Sireet, and
adverse impacts.” With the addition of the three missing stations into the Hamline Avenue have been under development by the City of 8t Paul since
project, the time is overdue for the Metropolitan Council to act on these other  [Fall 2009 and are expected to be completed prior to construction of the above-
two U.S. EPA recommendations. grade elements of the stations.

13G| M, T,EJ Buring this transitional time of federal transportation policy, the Central Corridor|See responses to comments 2 B (transportation - targeted transit service plan),

Community Agreement Coordinating Committee provides the foundation for
the future equitable development of the Central Corridor LRT. Its community
principles and recommendations include community engagement; livability and
cohesion; equitable development and affordable housing; transportation equity;
equitable workforce goals; support and growth of small businesses; and
environmental sustainability. These recommendations are more specificatly
expanded on in an 84 page draft community statement.

2 C (affordable housing), and 2 E (environmental justice) abave.
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13H

§ T.GC,PT,
H, CC

1t 1S possible to address the EJ communities’ issues, In fact, much of the work
to address the adverse impacts of the Central Corridor LRT in EJ communities
has hegun through the efforts of the city of St. Paul. We see the key issues 1o
be addressed from both civil rights complaints to be:

- Insufficient data and analysis

- Transit access: Inclusions of the 3 additional stations and retain existing bus
service.

* Loss of on-street parking for businesses

+» Residential parking impacts

+ Small business retention during and post construction

« Small business development opportunities

- Displacement of renters and homeowners

« Creation of new affordable housing opportunities

= Mitigation of division and isolation of existing communities

= Creation of job opportunities for current residents especially minorities and
low income

+ Neighborhood livability

See responses to comments 2 A (construction), 2 B (transportation - targeted
fransit service plan, 2 C (affordable housing), 2 D (Metropolitan Council
authority), and 13 F (station area planning) above.

131

In closing we would like to say a sincere thank you to Secretary LaHood, FTA
Administrator Peter Rogoff, the city of St. Paul, Counties Transit Improvement
Board, and the Centrai Corridor Funders Collaborative for realizing the hard
work of the Stops for Us coalition and providing the means necessary to
inglude the three stations at Hamline, Victoria, and Western in the Centrai
Corridor LRT project.

Camment noted.

14 A

Kenneth A,
Westlake,
Supervisor,
NEPA
Implementa-
fion, Office of
Enforcement and
Compliance
Assurance

u.s.
Environmental
Protection
Agency, Region
5

[Comment received by fetter] EPA has previously participated in scoping and
review of the NEPA documents for this project, including our July 28, 2009
comment letter on the project Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS),
We commend your agency and the Metropolitan Council for developing and
refining the Central Corridor Project. One goal of the NEPA process is o bring
public information and insights to project planning, The present EA is evidence
that the NEPA process has contributed significantly to this project.

Comment noted.

The public participation process efforts and the opportunities it provides are
detailed in Chapter 11 of the FEIS and summatrized in Chapter 9.0 of the EA.
See response to comment 5 C above,

148

We concur with the EA's conclusion that the aboveground superstructures for
the three additional stations will not significantly impact the communities and
environment beyond those impacts already addressed in the FEIS and Record
of Decision for the below-grade infrastructures, We support the proposed
efforts to work with the local communities related to these stations in designing
the streetscapes for each setting.

Section 3.6.6 of the FEIS detalls mitigation commitments required for
construction of the LRT line. All mitigation committed to in the FEIS will be
implemented. See response to comment 13 F (station area planning) above.
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15A

]

Sarah E.
Hueleskoetter

corridor resident

[Comment received by letter] Please make the three infill stations on the
Central Corridor a reality, The stops at Hamline, Victoria, and Western
Avenues are crucial for me and my neighbors.

Comment noted.

158

PT.T

Although they will not negate the damage that rising property costs and lost on-
street parking will do to the businesses and families in my neighborhood, the
three proposed infill stations will alleviate some of the extra stress that the
reduced bus service will bring.

| work on University Avenue by the Capitol, and frequently use the 16 bus to
get to work, or to shop in the Midway, which has the closest Target, post office
(on Federal St. and Concerdia), and Cubk Foods to our house. i am young. |
often walk to work, and if [ have to walk half 2 mile to the light rail with my arms
full of groceries, | probably can. However, the group of developmentaily
disabled adults that live next door certainly can’t, and neither can my very
elderly neighbor on the other side.

See responses to comment 2 D (property taxes) and 2 B (transportation -
targeted transit service plan) above. All mitigation actions committed to in the
FEIS will be implemented

S,IC

We need these infill stations. Please help us to avoid repeating the
devastation to the Rondo neighborhood. Thank you for your time and for the
work you do.

Comment noted. See response to comment 3 B (indirect/cumulative) above,

16 A

S, F

Carol Swenson,
Executive
Director

District Councils
Collaborative

[Comment received by letter] The DCC is pleased to see an Environmental
Assessment (EA) of above ground construction of stations at Westem Avenue,
Victoria Street, and Hamline Avenue as part of the Central Corridor Light Rail
Transit (CCLRT) Project. The DCC identified the absence of these stations as
a primary community concern throughout the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) review of the proposed CCLRT project. We are delighted that the
Federal Transit Administration, the Metropolitan Council, and other Central
Corridor Project Partners have responded to this concem and are clearing the
path for full construction of these stations as part of the project scope. We also
would like to acknowledge the Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority who
provided funding to complete the Environmental Assessment,

Comments noted.

The Metropalitan Council supports Ramsey County Regional Rait Authority’s
funding commitment to complete the Environmental Assessment.
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168

T.EJ

We are pleased that the Environmental Assessment acknowledges the
importance of transit equity and recognizes “... that the Project must
adequately meet the needs of the transit dependent populations living in
proximity to the infill stations.” However, we note that the EA provides no new
analysis of impacts on envircnmental justice populations over and above what
is offered in the Final Environmental Impact Statement and concludes that
environmental justice communities will be minimaily impacted by the project.

The DCC maintains its previcus position that, barring a more robust analysis, it
is premature to arrive at this conclusion. As put forth in civii ights complaints
filed by Concerned Asian Business Owners and Preserve and Benefit Historic
Rende Committee, additional analysis is still needed to identify and quantify
impacts on environmental justice populations due to LRT censtruction, loss of
parking, gentrification, and other factors affiliated with light rail transit projects.

See response to comment 2 B (transportation - targeted transit service plan)
above. All mitigation actions committed to in the FEIS will be implemented.
See response to comment 13 B (environmental justice) above.

16C

IC, EJ

The Environmental Protection Agency in its comments on the FEIS, which are
referenced on page 7 of the Record of Decision, also calls for ongoing
conversations with environmental justice communities about “cumulative
impacts or community cohesion and function.” {The Environmental Justice
Toolkit developed by the Baltimore Region Environmental Justice in
Transportation Project with assistance from the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and the Federal Highway Administration offers one example of the type
of rigorous analysis and community involvement needed in Centrai Cormridor —
http:/fwww . scribd .com/doc/927 2794/Environmental-Justice-Toolkit-Volume-1.)

See responses to comments 3 B (indirect/cumulative} and 13 B (environmental
justice} above.
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16D

EJ, MM

Mitigation strategies and other solutions to alleviate negative impacts on
environmental justice communities must be developed to ensure that all can
share in the benefits of the project. In the EA, the Met Council reiterates its
commitment “to working toward resolution of community cencerns that don’t
rise to the level of state or federal standards of adverse impacts.” In keeping
with this commitment, we urge the Met Council to work with project partners
and the community to develop interdisciplinary programs with strategic
investments to minimize displacement and offer wealth-building opportunities
to impacted environmental justice populations.

Local units of government are critical to this initiative and should be full

partners along with community based organizations and potentially the
foundation community. We may also find a partner for this work in the new FTA]
HUD-EPA Partnership for Sustainable Communities, which was set up to help
address these kinds of complex, multi-agency issues.

Finally, over the past year, community members, small businesses,
organizations, and local units of govemment have been engaged in 2 process
that we believe will result in a Central Corridor Community Agreement(s). This
agreement(s) is intended to provide the framewaork and vehicle in which
solutions to community concerns ¢an be implemented and all partners can be
held accountable. The Met Council has been invited to be a part of this
initiative as it continues to mave forward and has shown preliminary interest.

See responses fo comment 2 B {transportation - targeted transit setvice plan),
2C (FTA-HUD-EPA), and 13 F (station area planning) above,

16E

Another Met Council commitment we are pleased to see reiterated in the
Environmental Assessment is to prepare a targeted transit service plan for the
environmental justice community, 10 be completed at least six months before
beginning revenue service operations. We appreciate the provision for
community input in the planning process and in developing “measures of need
as expressed by and as tailored for this transit-dependent community.” This will
help ensure that the neighborhoods at the eastern end of University Avenue
have access to a choice of transit options that best serve their needs.

See response to comment 2 B (fransportation - fargeted transit service plan)
above. All mitigation actions committed to in the FEIS will be implemented.

16F

in conclusion, we would like to express our hope that, with the inclusion of the
three stations and the development of strategies to help residents and
businesses remain in place, the Central Comidor will trily be a model for future
transportation projects, as Secretary LaHood said at his Central Corridor press
conference on Monday, January 25, 2010,

Comments noted.

Page 16 of 20




No.

Subject*

Commenter

Group/
Affiliation

Comment

Response

17 A

5

Vic Rosenthal

Jewish
Community
Action ’

[Comment received by email] The inclusion of the full build out of the three
infill stations into the Central Corridor LRT project is a great step forward
towards racial equity for this major transportation infrastructure investment.

Comments noted.

178

The Environmental Assessment states “the long-term and short-tenm adverse
impacts dispropertionately borne by minority and low-income populations would
be the same as those identified in the FEIS™ . At the Alliance we continue to
assert the environmental justice communities are impacted disproportionately.
The Central Corridor LRT project must include more accurate and in depth
assessment of the impacts on the environmentzal justice cormmunities within the
Midway East Segment.

See response to comment 13 B (environmental justice) above.

17C

EJ

DCC alsec states “Title V1 analysis identifies the entire commidor as a low income,
high minority area and therefore determines that, with the exception of three
blocks near Westermn Avenue, the project imposes no disproportionate impacts,
and requires no mitigation for the Environmental Justice neighberhoods at the
eastem end of University Avenue. A refined analysis would disclose additional
geographic pockets where low-income or minority populations are

concentrated and inform development of appropriate mitigation.” The Stops for
Us mapping project based on the census block group leve! clearly shows that
there is a specific concentrated area for minority and low income populations in
the Midway East Section. See map attached at the end of this document.

See response to comment 13 B (environmental justice) above,

17D

The Metropolitan Council's commitment to “a full analysis of these effects...as
part of completing the targeted transit service plan required as mitigation for
environmental justice impacts identified in the FEIS” provides the prime
opportunity to conduct a more detail assessment. We recommend that the
Metropolitan Council, along with its project partners the city of St. Paul and
Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority, enhance this targeted transit plan by
working with the community to develop an in-depth analysis of the
environmental justice communities as called for by the Concemned Asian
Business Owners (CABQ) and the Preserve and Benefit Historic Rondo
Committee (PBHRC) in their civil rights complaints.,

See response to comments 2 B (transportation - targeted transit service plan)
and 13 B (environmental justice) above.
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17E

EJ; MM

We also assert that the Metropolitan Council has been remiss in its
responsibility to address the environmental justice communities’ cencerns and
in its responsibility to facilitate seolutions with the appropriate govermmental
bodies. Although the Metropolitan Council has argued that the subject of these
solutions are outside its jurisdiction, as the project manager it is nevertheless
the Metropolitan Council’s responsibility to lead comprehensive efforts to
construct a Central Comidor LRT line that benefits all communities, With this
level of community partnership, we believe the Central Corridor LRT project
can be a model for effective transportation investments in this transitional time
of federal policy change.

See response to comments 2 D {Metropolitan Council authority) and 13 B
(environmental justice) above.

17F

IC, T

As referenced in the Record of Decision, the “U.S. EPA recommended specific
plans for loss of on-street parking, completion of the three additional stations at
Hamline Avenue, Victoria Street and Western Avenue, and continued
discussions with the Rondo community about cumulative impacts of the project
on community cohesion and function.” In the EA, the Metropolitan Council
suppeorts its commitment in the FEIS “to working toward resolution of
community concems that don't rise to the level of state or federal standards of
adverse impacts.” With the addition of the three missing stations into the
project, the time is overdue for the Metropolitan Council to act on these other
two U.S. EPA recommendations.

See response to comment 2 B {transpertation - targeted transit service plan)
and 13 F {station area planning) above.

17G

H T, EJ

During this transitional time of federal transportation policy, the Central Cormridor
Community Agreement Coordinating Commitiee provides the foundation for
the future equitable development of the Central Commidor LRT. Its community
principles and recommendations include community engagement; livability and
cohesion; equitable development and affordable housing; transportation equity;
equitable workforce goals; support and growth of small businesses; and
environmental sustainability. These recommendations are more specifically
expanded on in an 84 page draft community statement

See responses to comments 2 B (fransportation - targeted transit service plan),
2 C (affordable housing), and 2 E {(environmental justice) above.
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17 H

S, T, C, PT,
H, CC

It IS possible to address the EJ communities’ issues. In fact, much of the work
to address the adverse impacts of the Central Cormridor LRT in EJ communities
has begun through the efforts of the city of St. Paul. We see the key issues to
be addressed from both civil rights complaints to be:

- Insufficient data and analysis

= Transit access: Inclusions of the 3 additional stations and retain existing bus
service.

+ Loss of on-street parking for businesses

* Residential parking impacts

= Small business retention during and post construction

+ Small business development opportunities

+ Displacement of renters and homecwners

+ Creation of new affordable housing opportunities

+ Mitigation of division and isolation of existing communities

- Creation of job opportunities for cument residents especially minorities and
low income

+ Neighborhood [ivability

See responses to comments 2 A (construction), 2 B (fransportation - targeted
transit service plan, 2 C (affordable housing), 2 D (Metropolitan Councif
authority), and 13 F {station area planning) above.

171

In closing we would Tike to say a sincere thank you to Secretary LaHood, FTA
Administrator Peter Rogoff, the city of St. Paul, Counties Transit Improvement
Board, and the Central Cormidor Funders Collaborative for realizing the hard
work of the Stops for Us coalition and providing the means necessary to
include the three stations at Hamline, Victora, and Western in the Central
Comidor LRT project.

Comment noted.

18

EJ, E MM,
H, PT

Thomas F.
DeVincke

Bonner and
Baorhart, LLP;
Representing the
Preserve and
Benefit Historic
Rondo Committee
{PBHRC}

[ note that [the EA] provides essentially no additional anaiysis other than to rely
on the Final Environmental Impact Statement ("FEIS"™) for the Central Corridor
LRT project. [ do not believe the EA is sufficient because it has all fo the
shortcomings of the FEIS. Accordingly, | hereby incorporate by reference both
the Title VI complaint filed by PBHRGC (see supporting comrespondence dated
May 20, 2009), as well as PBHRC's comments of July 27, 2009 on the EIS,

See responses to comments 2 B (transportation - targeted transit service plany),
2 C (affordable housing), and 13 B {environmental justice) above. All
mitigation actions committed to in the FEIS will be implemented.

*Subject Key:
AD - Real Estate Acquisitions and Displacements
C - Construction
CC - Community Cohesion

E - Economic Development/Station Area Planning

EJ - Environmental Justice

F - Funding
G = General
H - Affordable Housing

M — Miscelianeous

MM - Mitigation Measures

NV - Noise/\ibration

P - Public Participation

PT - Property Values and Taxes

S - Support for Project

S8 - Safety and Security

T — Transportation (fransit service, parking)
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HP - Historic Resources and Parklands

IC - Indirect and Cumulative impacts

V - Visual/Aesthetics
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APPENDIX B - APPLICABLE MITIGATION COMMITMENTS
FROM CCLRT RECORD OF DECISION



CENTRAL CORRIDOR INFILL STATIONS

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
Mitigation Monitoring Program

The mitigation measures and other project features that reduce adverse impacts, to.which
FTA and the Metropolitan Council committed in the Final EIS and which are applicable
to the Infill Stations EA, are summarized in the table below. The complete mitigation
monitoring program for the CCLRT Project is found in the Record of Decision (ROD), a
copy of which was in¢luded as an appendix of the Infill Stations EA,

Appendix B :
Summary Table of Impacts and Mitigation 1 February 2010

Measures from CCLRT ROD
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