
Light Rail Transit

Improving 
mobility

Easing 
congestion

Strengthening 
our communities

Central Corridor
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What is LRT?

• LRT = light rail transit
• High capacity
• Fast acceleration and 

braking
• Electricity powered
• Quiet operation
• Frequent service 21 

hours/day

Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor
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Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor

Important 
link in the 
regional 
transit 
network

Regional Transit System

(Adopted 2008)
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Building on Hiawatha 
LRT Success

• Exceeding expectations
– 30,500 ave. weekday riders
– Half of riders new transit users

• 34 local bus route connections 
south of downtown

• Supporting development
– 7,700 new housing units 

constructed since 2000
– 7,150 forecasted new housing 

units by 2020

Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor
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Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor Route and Stations
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• 35 minutes from downtown to 
downtown

• 7 ½ minutes between trains 
during peak periods

• 31 vehicles
• 135 people per vehicle
• 41,690 projected riders per 

weekday by 2030

Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor Operations
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Prepare DEIS; select 
alignment & mode

Enter Preliminary 
Engineering (PE)

Enter final design and 
apply for federal funding

Begin construction

Start operation

Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor

20092009

20102010

20142014

Timeline

20072007

CompleteComplete
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Project Partners

• Met Council/Metro Transit
• Mn/DOT
• Ramsey County
• Hennepin County
• County Transit Improvement Board
• City of St. Paul
• City of Minneapolis
• University of Minnesota

Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor
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Central Corridor 
Management 

Committee (CCMC)

Metropolitan Council

Central 
Corridor 

Partnership 
(CCP)

Central Corridor 
Project Office 

(CCPO)

Community 
Advisory 

Committee 
(CAC)

Business 
Advisory 

Council (BAC)

Minnesota Department 
of Transportation

Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor Organization



Sept. 2009 10

Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor

Ramsey 
Co.

7%

Federal
50%

State 
10%

Hennepin 
Co. 
3%

Sources of Funds
Project Cost: up to $941 Million

County 
Transit 

Imp. 
Board 
30%
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Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor

University Avenue 
Cross Section Showing Changes 

at a Typical Station
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• Improved mobility for people 
who depend on transit

• Faster travel times
• Improved dependability 
• Higher capacity
• Complements bus routes
• Supports auto-free lifestyles

Improving  
mobility

Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor

Outcomes
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• Traffic congestion in corridor,    
I-94 and neighboring areas

• Drivers leave autos for LRT
• Higher density housing 

complements better LRT service
• Five major destinations
• Hiawatha LRT connection for 

airport and MOA trips

Easing 
congestion

Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor

Outcomes
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• Neighborhood station identity 
• People “return” to central cities
• Dense, diverse housing
• Business, mixed use 

investment
• Metro prestige

Strengthening 
our communities

Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor

Outcomes



Your source for Central Corridor Light Rail Transit information…

…the multilingual staff of the 
designers & builders
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Light Rail Transit
Central Corridor More Information

Check out our website:
• www.centralcorridor.org

Contact the Central Corridor Project Office:
• 540 Fairview Avenue North 

St. Paul, MN 55104
• Comment Line: 651-602-1645 
• Email: centralcorridor@metc.state.mn.us

http://www.centralcorridor.org/
mailto:centralcorridor@metc.state.mn.us
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