[image: ]Livable Communities Demonstration Account
2011 Pre-Development Project Grant Application

	Section 1:  Project Identification

	1.
	Project name
	     

	2. 
	Applicant
	      - a City, County or Development Authority

	
	City’s application contact
	     

	
	Title
	     

	
	Phone
	     

	
	Email
	     

	3.
	Project location
	City
	[bookmark: Dropdown13]      - a 

	
	
	Address / intersection
	     

	4.
	Amount requested
	[bookmark: Text6]$     

	[bookmark: _Toc257556007][bookmark: _Toc289683748]Definition of terms
· The Pre-Development Project is the set of Grant-Funded Activities for which funding is requested in the application.
· The Project Area is the specific geographic area in which LCDA Pre-Development Project activities will be conducted and is the site of the future development or redevelopment Project. 
· The Future Development Project is the future development or redevelopment that through its design and execution will deliver benefits such as housing, connections, and/or jobs to the region. 
· Affordable Housing is ownership or rental housing affordable to households earning 60% or less of Area Median Income (AMI).
· Developed Communities are cities where more than 85% of the land is developed, infrastructure is well established and efforts must go toward keeping it in good repair. 
· Developing Communities are cities where the most substantial amount of new growth – about 60 percent of new households and 40 percent of new jobs – will occur.
· Transit Improvement Areas (TIA) are specially designated tracts of land that encompass a half-mile radius around transit stations that support bus rapid transit, light rail transit or commuter rail that have the potential to increase ridership and stimulate new commercial and residential development that have been designated by the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development. Fifty-three TIAs have been designated along the routes of Northstar Commuter Rail, Hiawatha Light Rail, Cedar Avenue Bus Rapid Transit, I-35W Bus Rapid Transit, Central Corridor Light Rail and Southwest Light Rail Lines.
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	5. 
	Describe the Pre-Development Project 

	A.
	Provide a brief, overall description of the Pre-Development Project. Include a brief description of the Grant Funded Activities, explaining how they will support and help implement the future development Project described in 5.C.

	
	     

	B.
	Identify the Project Area. (The Project Area must be a specific geographic site that the applicant plans to develop or redevelop in accordance with the LCDA program criteria.)  

	
	     

	C.
	Describe any planning, visioning or other activities that have been completed for the Project Area, or portions of the Project Area. List or describe the products of these activities, such as planning documents, area or neighborhood plans, etc.

	
	     

	D.
	When is development expected to commence in the Project Area?  

	
	     





	6. 
	Future Development Project Potential
Describe how you envision the future development Project will achieve the following LCDA objectives:

	A.
	Land Uses

	1.
	Intensify land use by adding buildings or other uses and increase density to a level that maximizes the potential of the location.

	
	     

	2.
	Improve the balance between jobs and housing, and establish a connected development pattern between housing and centers of employment, education, retail and recreation uses.

	
	     

	3.
	Diversify housing options within the future development site, neighborhood, and community.

	
	     




	6. 
	Future Development Project Potential, Cont.
Describe how you envision the future development Project will achieve the following LCDA objectives:

	4.
	Develop land uses linked to the local and regional transportation systems.  Specify if the proposed future development Project will be located within:

	
	A TIA designated by DEED (i.e., 53 station areas along the Northstar commuter rail line, Hiawatha LRT, Central Corridor LRT, Southwest Corridor LRT, Cedar Avenue BRT or the I35W BRT); or

	
	One-half mile radius of a park-and-ride facility on an express commuter bus or express bus route or within a one-quarter mile radius of a fixed stop on a high-frequency bus route; or

	
	One-half mile radius of a stop on future arterial BRT corridors, stations under study along the Bottineau, Rush Line or Red Rock transitways; or potential stations along future transitways where no mode or stations have been identified.

	
	Identify:       

	5.
	Enhance major state transportation investments, such as new interchanges, ramps, or major road improvements; or regional investments including transitways.

	
	     

	6.
	Achieve development that provides optimal convenience for pedestrian access to transit.

	
	     

	7.
	Provide opportunities to employ natural resources, where doing so is feasible and appropriate, as community connections, assets and amenities.

	
	     

	6. 
	Future Development Project Potential
Describe how you envision the future development Project will achieve the following LCDA objectives:

	B.
	Local planning and implementation processes

	1.
	Implement the applicant city’s local comprehensive plan.

	
	     

	2.
	Assist the applicant city achieve its negotiated affordable and lifecycle housing goals.

	
	     

	3.
	Implement any redevelopment plans, corridor, transit station area, or other local plans applicable to the identified Project Area.

	
	     

	7.
	Grant Funded Activities

	
	Describe how the Grant-Funded Activities will assist the applicant achieve the objectives listed in section 6.

	
	     




	8.
	Innovation and Demonstration

	A.
	Describe innovation and demonstration potential either within the future Project or the Pre-Development Grant-Funded Activities.

	
	     

	B.
	Describe any circumstances that capitalize on unique development opportunities or advantages offered by the Project Area.

	
	     

	1.
	Would these opportunities be jeopardized or potentially lost if the applicant does not proceed with the Grant-Funded Activities within the 24-month grant term?

	
	     




	9.
	Potential for Successful Implementation

	A.
	Describe the involvement of local leadership, the political commitment, community involvement, or involvement with other partners to date regarding activities in the Project Area.

	
	     

	B.
	Describe local leadership, political commitment and community involvement that will be continued or enacted in the future to carry out the activities funded by this request.

	
	     

	C.
	Describe how you plan to include or coordinate with appropriate private and public partners to implement the future development Project in the Project Area.  

	
	     




	10.
	Project and Project Area Status

	A.
	Describe the status of current efforts to date to prepare the Project Area for development.

	
	     

	B.
	Describe how this Pre-Development Project grant request fits into the sequence and progress of the components/tasks needed to implement the future Project.

	
	     




	10.
	Project and Project Area Status, cont.

	C.

	Indicate for the Project Area whether any of the following will be needed, are underway, or are completed. Use the space below to provide a description or explanation as needed.

	
	[bookmark: Dropdown14]Comprehensive Plan amendment - 
     

	
	Environment Reviews - 
     

	
	Zoning changes and variances - 
     

	
	Design standards - 
     

	
	Development standards - 
     

	
	Market studies - 
     

	
	Feasibility studies - 
     




	10.
	Project and Project Area Status, cont.
	

	D.
	Is the Project Area currently within a designated TIF or other development district, or an approved development (e.g. PUD)? 
	[bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]|_| Yes  |_| No

	E.
	Does the applicant or any of its entities or partners own the Project Area site or a developable portion or phase of the Project Area? 
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	1.
	If No, are steps being taken to gain site control?
     

	F.
	Has the applicant selected a developer for the Project Area?
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	1.
	If yes, name and type of contract or commitment
     

	2.
	If no, has the applicant been working with a developer on future development plans for the Project Area?
     

	G.
	To the best of your knowledge, are there other proposed uses for the project site?
|_| No  |_| Yes – describe:

     




 (
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[bookmark: _Toc290315434]Required submittals
1. Maps and plans (up to 11x17”, folded to 8½ x11” and electronic copies in PDF format). Go to http://gis.metc.state.mn.us/lca/ to create the required maps. Contact Leonard.kne@metc.state.mn.us for assistance with map creation. For questions regarding application interpretation or other assistance, contact Ms. Milashius at (651) 602-1541.
a. An aerial map, with project site boundaries clearly marked.
b. A land use map, with existing and planned project parcels clearly marked.
c. Two site plans (at ¼ mile and ½ mile radii) showing:
1) adjacent land uses and connections (roads, sidewalks, etc.);
2) location and identification of existing and planned buildings;
3) existing and planned streets;
4) transit stops within or adjacent to the development;
5) sidewalks and trail routes;
6) open and/or public spaces; and
7) proposed phases, if applicable.
2. The Sources and Uses Excel® file.
3. The applicant’s financial analysis for the project, if one has been completed.
4. Local resolution of support from the city in which the project will be located (required wording attached). Note there are two forms of resolution: one for those cities submitting a single grant application for a single project and a second for those cities submitting multiple grant applications covering multiple projects.
5. Submittal instructions
a. Submit the Word and Excel components of the application in their native Word and Excel formats; convert all other attachments to PDF. Note: The Council can accept incoming attachments of up to 20Mb. If the file size becomes too large to email, please split the files among one or more emails.
b. After the application has been reviewed for completeness and found to be acceptable for submittal, the applicant will be notified to submit 20 hard copies on 8½ x 11” 3-hole punched paper. Do not attach a cover sheet or bind the copies. 

Submit all copies to:

Linda Milashius
Metropolitan Council Livable Communities
390 North Robert Street
Saint Paul MN  55101


[bookmark: _Toc290315435]Sample resolution for applicants with a single application

RESOLUTION NO. _____
CITY OF ___________________________, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION IDENTIFYING THE NEED FOR
LIVABLE COMMUNITIES DEMONSTRATION ACCOUNT FUNDING AND
AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS
WHEREAS the City of ____________________ is a participant in the Livable Communities Act’s Housing Incentives Program for 2011 as determined by the Metropolitan Council, and is therefore eligible to apply for Livable Communities Demonstration Account funds; and
WHEREAS the City has identified a proposed project within the City that meets the Demonstration Account’s purposes and criteria and is consistent with and promotes the purposes of the Metropolitan Livable Communities Act and the policies of the Metropolitan Council’s adopted metropolitan development guide; and
WHEREAS the City has the institutional, managerial and financial capability to ensure adequate project administration; and
WHEREAS the City certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in the grant agreement; and
WHEREAS the City agrees to act as legal sponsor for the project contained in the grant application submitted on ____________________, 2011; and
WHEREAS the City acknowledges Livable Communities Demonstration Account grants are intended to fund projects or project components that can serve as models, examples or prototypes for development or redevelopment projects elsewhere in the region, and therefore represents that the proposed project or key components of the proposed project can be replicated in other metropolitan-area communities; and
WHEREAS only a limited amount of grant funding is available through the Metropolitan Council’s Livable Communities Demonstration Account during each funding cycle and the Metropolitan Council has determined it is appropriate to allocate those scarce grant funds only to eligible projects that would not occur without the availability of Demonstration Account grant funding.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, after appropriate examination and due consideration, the governing body of the City:
1. Finds that it is in the best interests of the City’s development goals and priorities for the proposed project to occur at this particular site and at this particular time.
2. Finds that the project component(s) for which Livable Communities Demonstration Account funding is sought:
(a) will not occur solely through private or other public investment within the reasonably foreseeable future; and
(b) will occur within two years after a grant award only if Livable Communities Demonstration Account funding is made available for this project at this time.
3. Represents that the City has undertaken reasonable and good faith efforts to procure funding for the project component for which Livable Communities Demonstration Account funding is sought but was not able to find or secure from other sources funding that is necessary for project component completion within two years and states that this representation is based on the following reasons and supporting facts: 
List reasons and supporting facts here: 



4.	Authorizes its ____________________ to submit on behalf of the City an application for Metropolitan Council Livable Communities Demonstration Account grant funds for the project component(s) identified in the application, and to execute such agreements as may be necessary to implement the project on behalf of the City.


Adopted this ____ day of _____________, 2011.


___________________________________	___________________________________
Mayor							Clerk



[bookmark: _Toc289858551][bookmark: _Toc290315436]Sample resolution for applicants with multiple applications

RESOLUTION NO. _______
CITY OF ___________________________, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION IDENTIFYING THE NEED FOR LIVABLE COMMUNITIES DEMONSTRATION ACCOUNT FUNDING AND AUTHORIZING APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT FUNDS
WHEREAS the City of ____________________ is a participant in the Livable Communities Act’s Housing Incentives Program for 2011 as determined by the Metropolitan Council and is therefore eligible to apply for Livable Communities Demonstration Account funds; and
WHEREAS the City has identified proposed projects within the City that meet the Demonstration Account’s purposes and criteria and are consistent with and promote the purposes of the Metropolitan Livable Communities Act and the policies of the Metropolitan Council’s adopted metropolitan development guide; and
WHEREAS the City has the institutional, managerial and financial capability to ensure adequate project administration; and
WHEREAS the City certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in the grant agreement; and
WHEREAS the City agrees to act as legal sponsor for the projects contained in the grant applications submitted on ____________________, 2011;
WHEREAS the City acknowledges Livable Communities Demonstration Account grants are intended to fund projects or project components that can serve as models, examples or prototypes for development or redevelopment projects elsewhere in the region, and therefore represents that the proposed projects or key components of the proposed projects can be replicated in other metropolitan-area communities; and
WHEREAS only a limited amount of grant funding is available through the Metropolitan Council’s Livable Communities Demonstration Account during each funding cycle and the Metropolitan Council has determined it is appropriate to allocate those scarce grant funds only to eligible projects that would not occur without the availability of Demonstration Account grant funding; and
WHEREAS cities may submit grant applications for up to six projects during each funding cycle for LCDA Development Grants and Pre-Development Grants combined, but, using the cities’ own internal ranking processes, must rank their projects by priority so the Metropolitan Council may consider those priority rankings as it reviews applications and makes grant awards.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, after appropriate examination and consideration, the governing body of the City:
Finds that it is in the best interests of the City’s development goals and priorities for the proposed projects to occur at these particular sites at this particular time.
1. Finds that the project components for which Livable Communities Demonstration Account funding is sought:
(a) will not occur solely through private or other public investment within the reasonably foreseeable future; and
(b) will occur within the term of the grant award (two years for Pre-Development grants, and three years for Development grants) only if Livable Communities Demonstration Account funding is made available for these projects at this time.
2. Ranks the project funding applications, according to the City’s own internal priorities, in the following order: (List Development and Pre-Development grant applications here; the total number of Development and Pre-Development grant applications from the City or located in the City cannot exceed six.)
	Priority
	Project Name
	Grant amount requested

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	


3. Represents that the City has undertaken reasonable and good faith efforts to procure funding for the project component for which Livable Communities Demonstration Account funding is sought but was not able to find or secure from other sources funding that is necessary for project component completion or commencement within the grant term (two years for Pre-Development grants, and three years for Development grants) and states that this representation is based on the following reasons and supporting facts:
List reasons and supporting facts here: 


4. Authorizes its ____________________ to submit on behalf of the City applications for Metropolitan Council Livable Communities Demonstration Account grant funds for the project components identified in the applications, and to execute such agreements as may be necessary to implement the projects on behalf of the City.


Adopted this ___ day of ______________, 2011.




__________________________________	___________________________________
Mayor							Clerk
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