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I. Background 

The Central Corridor Light Rail Transit (“CCLRT”) Project is an approximately 11-mile 

line that would serve the Minneapolis and St. Paul downtown areas.  It will provide service to 

major destinations along the corridor, such as the University of Minnesota (“U of M”) and the 

Midway and Capitol areas, as well as providing connections to the local bus network, the 

Hiawatha Light Rail Transit line, and the Northstar Commuter Rail line establishing the core of a 

seamless regional transit system. 

The Final Environmental Impact Statement (“FEIS”) for the CCLRT Project was 

completed by Metropolitan Council and the Federal Transit Administration (“FTA”) in June 

2009.  The FEIS documented the purpose and need for the CCLRT Project, presented a 

discussion of alternatives considered, and addressed the anticipated social, economic and 

environmental effects that might result from implementing the CCLRT Project or its major 

alternatives.  The FEIS also served as the primary document to facilitate review of the CCLRT 

Project by federal, state, regional and local agencies, decision-makers and the public. 

On August 18, 2009, FTA published a Record of Decision (“ROD”) concluding that “the 

requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 have been satisfied for 

the Central Corridor Light Rail Transit Project (the Project) proposed by Metropolitan Council . . 

. .”  The ROD also referenced the fact that, pursuant to an agreement between the parties, 

Metropolitan Council and the U of M “will cooperatively determine acceptable mitigation 

measures and strategies through final design, construction, and operation” and that “[t]his 

requirement and the mitigation measures agreed to by the parties shall be incorporated into this 

ROD.” 

On August 26, 2009, Metropolitan Council published an Adequacy Determination which 

set forth Metropolitan Council’s determination pursuant to Minnesota Rules 4410.2800 that the 
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FEIS for the CCLRT Project satisfied the requirements of the Minnesota Environmental Policy 

Act (“MEPA”) and its implementing rules.  The Adequacy Determination specifically referenced 

and incorporated FTA’s ROD. 

This Addendum to the FEIS for the CCLRT Project identifies in greater detail the 

specific mitigation measures, previously addressed in the FEIS, which Metropolitan Council and 

the U of M agree will be implemented to address potential adverse impacts on the U of M 

resulting from the construction and/or operation of the CCLRT Project and incorporates the 

parties’ September 30, 2010 Agreement for the Central Corridor Light Rail Transit Project 

through the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities – Minneapolis Campus as Appendix M to the 

FEIS. 

II. EIS Addendum 

Minor revisions to a final environmental impact statement (“EIS”) may be made through 

an EIS addendum.  Minn. R. 4410.3000, subp. 2.  However, an EIS addendum may not be used 

where “(1) substantial changes have been made in the proposed project that affect the potential 

significant adverse environmental effects of the project; or (2) there is substantial new 

information or new circumstances that significantly affect the potential environmental effects 

from the proposed project that have not been considered in the final EIS or that significantly 

affect the availability of prudent and feasible alternatives with lesser environmental effects.”  

Minn. R. 4410.3000, subp. 2-3. 

This Addendum to the FEIS for the CCLRT Project is being prepared to identify in 

greater detail the specific mitigation measures which will be implemented to address the 

potential adverse impacts on the U of M resulting from the construction and/or operation of the 

CCLRT Project and to incorporate the parties’ September 30, 2010 Agreement for the Central 

Corridor Light Rail Transit Project through the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities – 
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Minneapolis Campus as Appendix M to the FEIS.  The identification of these mitigation 

measures, all of which were addressed in the FEIS, does not constitute a “substantial change” to 

the proposed project nor does it result in “substantial new information or new circumstances” 

relating to the potential environment effects resulting from the CCLRT Project. 

III. Mitigation Measures Specified in the September 30, 2010 Agreement for the Central 
Corridor Light Rail Transit Project through the University of Minnesota, Twin 
Cities – Minneapolis Campus 

Metropolitan Council and the U of M agree that the mitigation measures described in the 

Agreement will be implemented to address potential adverse impacts to the U of M resulting 

from the construction and/or operation of the CCLRT Project.  Metropolitan Council hereby 

incorporates the discussion of these mitigation measures into the FEIS and incorporates the 

September 30, 2010 Agreement for the Central Corridor Light Rail Transit Project through the 

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities – Minneapolis Campus, attached hereto and incorporated 

herein, as Appendix M to the FEIS.  The key mitigation measures addressed in the Agreement 

are summarized as follows: 

• Traffic signal and roadway improvements to address changes in traffic patterns 
resulting from the construction and operation of the CCLRT Project on a 
Transit/Pedestrian Mall on Washington Avenue; 

• Design standards and elements to maintain existing historical integrity and setting 
of the University Campus. 

• Construction Vibration Performance Standards and implementation of a 
construction management plan to minimize potential adverse impacts resulting 
from construction of the CCLRT Project; 

• Vibration performance standards for operation of the CCLRT Project and 
installation of floating slab track segments to mitigate potential adverse vibration-
related impacts arising from CCLRT operations; 

• Electromagnetic interference (“EMI”) performance standards for operation of the 
CCLRT Project and installation of a double-split power supply system to mitigate 
potential adverse EMI-related impacts arising from CCLRT operations; and 
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• Certification, testing and monitoring programs to confirm the effectiveness of the 
vibration and EMI mitigation systems. 

IV. Publication of the EIS Addendum 

In accordance with the applicable rules, the EIS addendum will be provided to the 

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (“EQB”) and any other person upon written request.  In 

addition, notice of the availability of the EIS Addendum will be provided to all persons who 

received the notice of availability of the final EIS and notice of the availability of the EIS 

addendum will be published in the EQB Monitor.  Minn. R. 4410.3000, subp. 2. 

V. Conclusion 

This Addendum to the FEIS for the CCLRT Project identifies in greater detail specific 

mitigation measures, previously addressed in the FEIS, which will be implemented to address the 

potential adverse impacts to the University resulting from the construction and/or operation of 

the CCLRT Project.  This FEIS Addendum constitutes a minor revision to the FEIS consistent 

with the environmental review requirements of MEPA and its implementing rules. 
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