Meeting Minutes
East Metro Water Supply Work Group
November 17, 2009
Washington County Cottage Grove Service Center, Room 147
Purpose:
Exchange of water supply related information and aquifer management plan brainstorming
Welcome and Introductions

Chris Elvrum (Metropolitan Council) welcomed everyone and introductions were made.
Background and Meeting Format
Chris gave an overview of the agenda and discussed what had lead to the formation of this group.  During review of the Metropolitan Area Master Water Supply Plan, Washington County recommended that this group be formed. The group is modeled after the Southwest Metro Groundwater Group who’s main purpose is to act as a forum for the open exchange of information.
Round table discussion – Cities, Counties, State Agencies, Others
· Metropolitan Council (Chris Elvrum)

· Finalizing Master Water Supply Plan, anticipate approval January 2010

· Coordinating with other state agencies to track use of the Clean Water Fund

· Council received $400,000 from the Clean Water Fund (FY 2010) to continue its regional water supply planning effort

· PCA may use funds they received from the Clean Water Fund to take on the plume mapping effort

· Lake Elmo (Ryan Stempski, TKDA)

· No system expansions since 2006

· Currently looking into extending service, working with 3M to determining funding for extension

· Peak day was high this summer, community has implemented conservation measures to encourage wise water use outdoors
· New tiered rate structure

· Oakdale (Brian Bachmeier) 

· Replacing a municipal well due to contamination in current well, working with MDH and DNR to determine what to do with the existing well once the new well is online

· Water use down from previous years 

· New project to siphon off some of the water entering water supply treatment facility to heat pumps used to heat a building

· Washington County (John Freitag)

· Working on application for the Clean Water Assistance Grant to identify abandoned wells not sealed within wellhead protection areas and then seal the identified wells. Application going to county board Dec 1 and application due same day

· Lakeland (Jim Giles)

· Community built out, no expansion planned

· Water use up this year

· Concerned about possible ramifications of new federal regulations particularly concerned with potential security regulations regarding chlorine

· Cottage Grove (Jennifer Levitt)

· Concerned that no state agency is requiring 3M look into reuse or infiltration opportunities rather than discharging the water pumped from 5 large remediation barrier wells to the Mississippi River
· Jamie Wallerstedt (WSB) representing Hugo and Mahtomedi
Hugo 

· Received permit approval for well #5, getting monitoring wells up an running
· Working with DNR ahead of time on well #6, community developing geologic cross-section and performing aquifer test and private well study

Mahtomedi

· Performing water conservation rate structure study
· New well approved, increased appropriation approval is pending the passage of a conservation rate structure

· DNR (Craig Wills and Dale Homuth)

· Communities are working to meet the conservation rate structure requirement

· All water supply plans in the East Metro have been submitted to the DNR

· DNR has prepared a 11-county metro groundwater monitoring plan at the request of the legislature. Will prepare a statewide plan by January 15th.
· Received LCCMR funding to extend its Mt. Simon Hinckley monitoring effort
· Woodbury (Steve Kernik)
· Second summer of the conservation rate structure, not sure if it is affecting water use as water use was average this year
· Well 17 in the Tamarak well field online summer 2009 

· Considering new well in the East well field (to form a technical workgroup to help define how to tighten monitoring of the nearby trout stream to better predict the potential impact of groundwater pumping in the east well field on the trout stream)

· MDH (Amal Djerrari)
· Mentioned a couple cities on the fringe of the work group area that were working on wellhead protection plans

Aquifer Management Plan Discussion

Minnesota Rules 6115.0810: DNR in cooperation with state, federal, regional agencies, local governments and citizens may develop a water appropriation and use plan.

Chris Elvrum initiated a discussion with the group regarding the development of aquifer management plans in the east metro. 

Comments/Concerns of communities regarding the development of aquifer management plans:

1. How would appropriation permitting be affected with the development of these plans?

2. Communities are required to complete several different plans, an aquifer management plan seems to have overlapping components with the local water supply plans. Would the development of an aquifer management plan take the place of the local water supply plan or other local plan?

3. Local control: each community has its own governance, staff, conservation program, and rate structure 

4. The issues would need to be clearly defined before communities could raise this issues with their city councils

5. All communities within the boundaries of the aquifer management area, including community’s without water supply systems, must provide input in the plan

6. How would a plan like this affect developed communities?

The discussion will continue at the next East Metro Workgroup meeting. The Metropolitan Council will bring information to the next meeting regarding the aquifers, projected demand, and potential water supply issues facing the east metro. 
Next Meeting: March 16, 2010
