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Develop and implement a process for collecting, standardizing, 
identifying gaps and needs and making available data including: 
 
•   Groundwater levels  •   Climate change 
•   Water use    •   Conservation practices 
•   Water withdrawal   •   Protected natural resources 
•   Recharge    •   Surface water levels and flows 
•   Land uses    •   Aquifer properties 
•   Contamination   •   Water chemistry 
•   Geology    •   Supply systems 
    

Evaluate the regional benefit or regional role in: 
•   Developing WARN system 
•   Providing training programs 
•   Establishing regional plan to share water treatment 
chemicals, supplies, fuel and power  
•   Revising the state drought response plan 
•   Revising the spill response plan 
•   Developing a regional water conservation program 
•   Promoting stormwater practices that protect water 
quality and promote groundwater recharge 
•   Evaluating cost/benefit of local or regional capital 
projects to improve safety, security and reliability or 
protect natural resources 

Identify water supply options and evaluate 
costs and benefits of each including:  
 
•   Surface/groundwater conjunctive use 
•   Interconnections 
•   Conservation 
•   Joint-development 
•   Different/multiple aquifers 
•   Water reuse 
•   Wholesale/retail purchase 
•   Aquifer storage and recovery 
•   Additional assessment and/or monitoring 

Develop and implement processes to evaluate the 
data to assess the adequacy of supplies to meet 
future needs including:   
 
•   Water use trends  
•   Withdrawal impacts on natural resources 
•   Well interference 
•   Land use impacts on water use and resources 
•   Effectiveness of water conservation programs 
•   Surface water availability    
•   Climate change impacts on water use and 
resources 
•   Water supply system costs  

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
The Twin Cities metropolitan area is fortunate to have abundant supplies of high-quality water.  However, these supplies are not limitless.  The Council will develop a master water supply plan for the 
region so that supplies are developed in a sustainable, efficient manner ensuring that plentiful water is available for future generations. 

STRATEGY 
The Metropolitan Council will work with local, regional and state partners to develop a responsive and adaptive master water supply plan to ensure that supplies are adequate to meet societal needs, 
protect natural resources and protect the region’s economic vitality by: 

Supplies adequate 

Potential 
limitations 

Ongoing monitoring 
and assessment

1. Evaluating the adequacy of supplies to meet future water supply needs. 
     Council Policy: The Council will work with state agencies and communities to promote and support the efficient use of water resources to ensure that supplies are adequate for the region’s projected growth. 

2. Improving the safety, security, reliability and efficiency of the region’s water supplies 
     Council Policy: The Council will work with regional partners to protect the water supply system for the region. 

Regional benefit 
or role 

No regional 
benefit or role

Local governments continue 
to ensure the safety and 
security of their own water 
supplies. 

Water Supply Master Plan 
 
•   Projected water use by community 
•   Current and future water sources for each community 
•   Potential limitations for each community 
•   Options for areas with potential limitations 
•   Process for ongoing data collection, evaluation, standardization and sharing 
•   Additional monitoring and assessment needs 
•   Regional role in safety, security, reliability and efficiency 
•   Potential funding sources for ongoing planning 
•   Process for evaluating cost/benefit of local and regional projects 

Evaluate potential funding sources for 
ongoing planning/evaluation 


