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BMP
Family BMP List

Soil
Considerations Water Table1

Suitable
for Site

< 5 acres
Head
(feet)

Area
Require-
ments

Accepts
Hotspot
Runoff

Retention Wet Pond "A" soils may
require pond liner

Limited4 3 – 8 High Varies2

Extended
Storage Pond

"B" soils may
require testing

3 feet if hotspot
or aquifer

Limited 4 – 8 High Varies2

Wet Vaults NA NA Yes 4 – 8 Low Yes

Detention Dry Pond

"A" soils may
require pond liner

"B" soils may
require testing

3 feet if hotspot
or aquifer Yes 3 – 8 High Varies2

Oversized Pipes NA NA Yes 5 – 10 Low Yes

Oil
Grit/Separator NA NA Yes 4 – 8 Low Yes

Dry Swale Any soil type 3 feet Yes 3 – 5 Med. Yes3

Infiltration On-Lot
Infiltration

3 feet Yes 1 Med. No

Infiltration Basin 3 feet Yes 3 – 5 High No

Infiltration
Trench

"A" and “B” soils
preferred

"C” soil difficult

“D” soil not
recommended 3 feet Yes 2 – 4 Med. No

Wetland Stormwater
Wetland

Any soil type if
below water table

NA Limited 2 – 6 High Varies2

Wet Swale Any soil type if
below water table

Below water
table

Yes 3 – 5 Med. No

Filtration Surface Sand
Filters Any soil type 3 feet or

0 feet with liner Yes 2 – 4 High Yes3

Underground
Filters

NA NA Yes 4 – 8 Low Yes

Bioretention Planting soil 3 feet Yes 3 – 5 High Yes3

Filter Strips Any soil type 3 feet Yes 1 Med. Yes

1 Recommended minimum elevation above water table.  Check with state and local regulations.

2  Varies depending on type and concentration of contaminants in the runoff and depth to the water table.

3 Yes, but only if bottom of facility includes an impermeable liner that prevents infiltration of highly contaminated water into the
groundwater.

4 Suitable only if a consistent source of water (such as groundwater) is available or if the pond is constructed with a liner or in
clay soils.
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BMP
Family BMP List Maintenance

Community
Acceptance

Cost (Relative
to Drainage

Area)
Wildlife
Habitat

Retention Wet Pond Low High Low Medium

Extended Storage Pond Low Medium Low Medium

Wet Vaults High High High None

Detention Dry Pond Medium Medium Low Low

Oversized Pipes Low High High None

Oil Grit/Separator High High High None

Dry Swale Medium High Medium Low

Infiltration On-Lot  Infiltration Medium Medium Low Medium

Infiltration Basin Medium Medium Medium Medium

Infiltration Trench Medium Medium Medium None

Wetland Stormwater Wetland Low High Medium High

Wet Swale Medium High Low Medium

Filtration Surface Sand Filters Medium Medium High Low

Underground Filters High High High None

Bioretention Medium Medium Medium Medium

Filter Strips Low High Low Medium


