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Background & Motivation

What is a water atlas?

• A compendium of water data and information
• A visual and narrative way to communicate technical and geographic information

Purpose: outreach and engagement

• Develop a tool to:
• Promote a shared understanding of water and water supply planning
• Better understand regional and subregional challenges
• Aid communications with new audiences
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Audiences

Anyone interested in learning about water and water supplies

Municipal / public water suppliers 
• Engage communities around their local perspectives of water challenges to provide relevant content 

and inform the development of the next regional plan

Others
• Neighborhood groups, educators & students, advocacy groups.. 



3

M
e

tro
p

o
lita

n
 C

o
u

n
c

il

How can the atlas be used?

By communities and other stakeholders:
• Communicate with residents about water issues and services
• Build support (value) for water and water services
• Engage with neighboring communities around water supply planning challenges
• Educate students and others about water and water planning

By the Council:
• Engage communities around their local perspectives of water supply challenges
• Develop sound data and information to inform regional plan development
• Engage internal audiences to better connect water supply planning to other 

Council planning efforts
• Reach out to new and non-technical audiences
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Challenges

Water supply data is 
varied and comes 

from many sources

• Collate data from cities, 
regulators, watersheds, 
academia, agencies, Met 
Council, and others.

How do we describe 
challenges that 

cross 186 political 
boundaries?

• Water resource and 
supply system 
sustainability can’t be 
fully addressed within 
single political units.

Water supply 
information can be 

complex and 
highly technical

• We need to be able to 
communicate with folks 
who don’t do this 
everyday if we want 
people to value water and 
water services and 
engage in water supply 
challenges.
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Design

• Inspired by large library atlases
• Combines maps, graphics, 

charts, and other figures.
• Can be updated as new data 

and information becomes 
available

• Currently in PDF format but 
aim is to have a more 
interactive online format in the 
future

• Pages are 11” x 17”
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Draft Atlas Contents

Regional Setting
• Regional background
• Regulatory roles & regional planning
• Water planning & governance
• Land use, development, & growth
• Water resources

7 Subregional Settings

• Subregion background
• Land use & development
• Water resources
• Water supply systems & treatment

• Water challenges overview
• Water use
• Water demand
• Water efficiency
• Climate & weather
• Source water protection & contamination
• Resource connections & interactions
• Water values & equity

• Water use
• Growth & demand
• Water efficiency
• Climate & weather
• Source water protection & contamination
• Resource connections & interactions
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Water Supply Planning Subregions

Criteria:

• Started with existing subregional 
working groups

• Inclusive of the entire metro
• Looked at broad geologic and 

hydrologic characteristics
• Shared water source and supply 

challenges

Note: Some communities are in multiple 
subregions. This is traditional for some 
communities, and we want to be flexible.
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Next Steps

Summer – Fall 2022 Seek draft content feedback
• Internal: water resources planning staff
• External: public water suppliers

• Working with EOR and Young Consulting to facilitate conversations

Fall – Winter 2022 Revise draft content
• As input and/or new data comes in update content
• Our intent is to update this content on an ongoing and 

as needed basis

Spring – Summer 2023 Prepare to publish
• Print, digital, web, etc.
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