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Why Regional Planning?

Regional Planning

Ensure 
coordinated, 

orderly, & 
economical 

development

Protect public 
health, safety, & 

welfare

Interdependent 
communities

Individual 
communities 

impact region’s 
infrastructure

Growth creates 
need for public 

services

Increased risk of 
air and water 

pollution & water 
supply shortages
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Statute Requires Development Guide

The Metropolitan Council shall prepare 
and adopt, after appropriate study and 
such public hearings as may be necessary, 
a comprehensive development guide for 
the metropolitan area… 

Minn. Stat. 473.145
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Statute Requires Development Guide

… It shall consist of a compilation of policy statements, goals, 
standards, programs, and maps prescribing guides for the orderly 
and economical development, public and private, of the 
metropolitan area and those future developments which will have an 
impact on the entire area including but not limited to such matters as 
land use, parks and open space land needs, the necessity for and 
location of airports, highways, transit facilities, public hospitals, 
libraries, schools, and other public buildings.

Minn. Stat. 473.145



Regional Planning Questions
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Where are we 
today?

Where do we 
want to go?

How do 
we want 

to get 
there?
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Vision Process
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Reflection and 
Engagement Language Drafting Plan and Policy 

Development
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Vision Qualities
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Creates mental picture of desired future

Inspirational and unambiguous

Direction for plan / policy development
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From Values to Implementation
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Exploratory Issues
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Values

When you think about the individuals, 
families, and communities throughout the 
region (including your own), what values 
come to mind?

Please draw from both professional and 
personal experience.
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Vision

Describe your vision for the future of the 
region.

• What does it look like?
• How do people experience it?



11

M
e

tro
p

o
lita

n
 C

o
u

n
c

il

Goals

What specific goals or outcomes do we want 
to achieve for our region?

How would we know we achieved them?
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Next Steps
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• Advisory Groups
• Metro Cities / local government
• Tribal Consultation
• Youth / Young Adult Cohort concept

Public 
Engagement Plan

• Comp plan composite analysis
• Regional SWOT inventory
• Existing vision and values statements

Foundational 
Materials

• Executive Committee / Committee of the Whole
• Staff working groups

Council 
Engagement
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Contact

Michael Larson
Planning Analyst, Local Planning Assistance
michael.larson@metc.state.mn.us

mailto:michael.larson@metc.state.mn.us
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