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Business Item 
Community Development Committee 

Committee Meeting Date: April 1, 2024 For the Metropolitan Council: NA* 

*Per Livable Communities Act Grant Amendment Process (Business Item 2012-296 and 2014-182), the Community 
Development Committee is the final authority on this item.  

Business Item: 2024-94 
Amend Grant Funded Activities of The LOMA LCA Pre-Development Grant (SG-19095) 

District(s), Member(s):  District 6, Robert Lilligren 

Policy/Legal Reference: Minn. Stat. § 473.253 
Staff Prepared/Presented: Samuel Johnson, Principal Grants Administrator (651-602-1757) 
Division/Department:  Community Development / MTS Finance and Admin/Livable Communities 

Proposed Action 
That the Community Development Committee approve amending The LOMA (SG-19095) Livable 
Communities Act Pre-Development grant project summary (Attachment B) to update the budget. 

Background 
The Metropolitan Council awarded the City of Minneapolis a $150,000 Livable Communities Act 
Pre-Development (LCA Pre-Dev) grant in June of 2023 (Business Item 2023-120) for The LOMA 
project. The grant funds developer mentoring, community engagement, market study, site 
planning, and building design for a potential affordable housing development serving a targeted 
population and offering neighborhood-scale commercial spaces. 
On February 8, 2024, the City of Minneapolis requested an amendment to shift all $35,000 in funds 
dedicated to community engagement towards building design (attachment A). They explained that 
the developer requested the shift in December of 2023 because a grant from Local Initiatives 
Support Corporation (LISC) Twin Cities had paid for the community engagement, which LISC 
subsequently performed for The LOMA in the early summer of 2023. To demonstrate that the 
deliverables were met, Minneapolis provided a letter of support from LISC explaining the 
community engagement work they performed on behalf of The LOMA. They also provided LISC’s 
summary of community input report showing the results of their engagement work. 
Minneapolis reported no other changes to the project summary other than to explain how much 
building design costs exceed the amount we granted the project and also to emphasize the 
importance of shifting the full $35,000 to support the developer. They confirmed the project is 
progressing, grant-funded activities will be complete within the term of the grant, and the project 
deliverables are being accomplished.    

Rationale 
The request to shift $35,000 of the grant award between budgeted activities constitutes a 23% 
change in the project budget. Committee approval is required for any budget shift above 20%.  
After review, Council program staff determined that while the removal of a grant-funded activity 

https://councilmeetings.metc.state.mn.us/community_dev/2012/091712/0917_2012_296.pdf
https://metrocouncil.org/Council-Meetings/Committees/Community-Development-Committee/2014/July-21,-2014/2014-182.aspx
https://metrocouncil.org/Council-Meetings/Committees/Metropolitan-Council/2023/06-28-23/0628_2023_120.aspx
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from the budget constitutes a significant change, because the activity was completed and 
documentation of the deliverable provided to us, there was no ultimate change in the 
development’s scope or grant deliverables. Therefore, staff recommends that the amendment be 
approved, as requested.  

Thrive Lens Analysis 
LCA Pre-Dev funded projects respond to several Thrive outcomes:  

• Projects that demonstrate efficient and effective use of public financial resources further the 
Thrive Stewardship Outcome. 

• Projects that redevelop and increase density further the Thrive Prosperity outcome of 
“[e]ncouraging redevelopment and infill development across the region.”  

• Projects that provide a mix of housing affordability levels further the Thrive Equity outcome 
of “[c]reating real choices in where we live, how we travel, and where we recreate for all 
residents, across race, ethnicity, economic means, and ability.”  

• Projects that introduce more housing types and affordability levels in existing 
neighborhoods further the Thrive Livability outcome of “[p]roviding housing and 
transportation choices for a range of demographic characteristics and economic means.”   

Funding 
Funds are available in the Livable Communities authorized 2023 budget and Livable Communities 
reserve accounts to award these grants. Reserves may need to be amended into a future annual 
budget to meet cashflow needs on Livable Communities multi-year grants.  

Attachments 
Attachment A. Grantee Grant Amendment Request 
Attachment B. Revised Project Summary 
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Attachment A. Grant Amendment Request 
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Attachment A. Grant Amendment Request (continued)
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Attachment A. Grant Amendment Request (continued) 
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Attachment B. Revised Project Summary 
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